
The South Carolina Department of Education states that 24 Carnegie Units are required for HS diploma: 

Core Subjects Required Suggested Alternatives Important Notes 

English/Language 
Arts: 4 units 

o English 1 (1 unit)  
o English 2 (1 unit) 
o English 3 (1 unit) 
o English 4 (1 unit) 

o Speech/Public Speaking 
o Creative Writing 
o Filmography 
 

 

Mathematics:  
4 units 

o Algebra 1 (1 unit) 
o Geometry (1 unit) 
o Algebra 2 (1 unit) 
o Fourth Math (1 unit) 

o Pre-calculus 
o Calculus 
o Consumer Math 
o Statistics 

 

Lab Science: 
3 units 

o Biology I (1 unit) 
o Chemistry I (1 unit) 
o Third Lab Science - with 

Biology 1 and Chemistry I 
as a prerequisite (1 unit) 

o Physics 
o Biology 2 
o Marine Biology 
o Chemistry 2 
o Environmental Science 
o Earth Science 
o Geology 
o Astronomy 

Most universities 
require Biology I and 
Chemistry I. Physics is 
recommended, but any 
lab science where 
Biology I and Chemistry I 
are prerequisites will 
meet the requirements 

Social Studies:  
3 units 

o US History & Constitution 
(1 unit) 

o Economics (0.5 unit) 
o US Government (0.5 unit) 
o Other Social Studies or 

History (1 unit) 

o World History 
o Psychology 
o Sociology 
o Geography 
o Political Science 

 

Physical 
Education: 
1 unit 

o Physical Education (1 unit) o Junior ROTC 
o Health 

 

Computer 
Science: 
1 unit 

o Computer Science & 
Keyboarding (1 unit) 

o Web Design  
o Coding 

 

Foreign Language 
Or 
Career & 
Technology: 
1 unit* 

o Spanish, French, Latin, 
Greek, German, Russian, 
Italian, Chinese, Korean, 
Japanese, etc. (1-3 units)* 

 

o American Sign Language 
(ASL) 

o Classics 
o Vocational Training in 

Trades (Apprenticeship) 

*Although only one unit 
of foreign language is 
required, most 
universities require a 
minimum of 2-3 years 
within the same 
language. Consult 
university of choice 

Personal Finance 
0.5 unit 

o Personal Finance o Accounting  

Electives: 
6.5 units 

o Any enrichment course of 
at least 150 hours per 
academic year. 

o Encompassing history 
and appreciation or 
performance: Art, Music, 
Religion, Dance, Theater, 
Choral 

o Extra Core Subject 
Courses beyond 
requirement 
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Academic Worksheet (not intended to replace transcript) 

Core Subjects Courses taken 
Date 

completed 
Average* Units CP, Honors, AP 

English/Language 
Arts 

o English 1     1  

o English 2    1  
o English 3    1  

o English 4   1  

Mathematics 

o Algebra I    1  
o Geometry   1  

o Algebra II    1  
o    1  

Lab Science 
o Biology I   1  
o Chemistry I   1  

o    1  

Social Studies 

o US History & 
Constitution 

  1 
 

o Economic   0.5  

o US Government   0.5  

o    1  

PE, Health,  
Jr ROTC 

o    1 
 

Computer Science o    1  

Foreign Language 
Or Career & 
Technology 

o    1  

o      
o      

Personal Finance o    0.5  

Electives** 
 

o    1  

o    1  

o    1  

o    1  

o    1  

o    1  

o    0.5  

o      

                      Total:   
** List extra core courses as electives    *Numerical average to at least one decimal place 


